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I. Background and thematic focus 

1. In September 2015, 193 countries gathered at the UN Headquarters in New York for the 
Sustainable Development Summit. The overall objective of the Summit addressed the eradication of 
world poverty and hunger, building a life of dignity for all and leaving no one behind. The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) emerged 
from these deliberations and were universally adopted by all the participating countries. The Agenda 
calls upon all countries to work on five inter-linked areas of critical importance in the years leading to 
2030: people, planet, prosperity, peace and partnership. The Agenda recognizes that any initiative to 
end poverty must go hand-in-hand with a plan that builds economic growth and addresses a range of 
social needs, while tackling climate change.  

2. Of the 17 SDGs, SDG2 (“Zero hunger”) focuses the most on the need to end hunger and all 
forms of malnutrition, ensuring access for all people to safe, nutritious and sufficient food. It 
recognizes the need to double, by 2030, the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food 
producers, including through secure and equal access to land. SDG2 responds to a clearly emerging 
pattern of recent years in which the combined factors of a growing world population, rapid 
urbanization and a more aggressive competition for limited land resources are driving an increasing 
demand not only for food, but for agricultural products in general. Economic growth is leading to 
higher incomes and spending capacity, with a corresponding demand for meat and dairy products. 
Rapid urbanization will also result in major changes in people’s diets, including an increasing 
consumption of processed foods – a response in part to urban-work and lifestyles. All the above 
implies more energy-intensive production processes and, for many nations, a higher import bill to 
cope with the increased demand for food. Globally, these pressures will also extend to non-food crops 
such as natural fibres, industrial raw material, biofuels, etc. Indeed, with a projected annual growth 
rate of 1.1 per cent, it is estimated that by 2030, global requirements for food and agricultural products 
will have risen by about 14 per cent. 

3. This growing demand is happening at a time when the planet is already struggling to cope with 
a number of very real challenges, the most important of which is climate change. The poorest 
countries of the world, often in the Global South, are the least responsible for CO2 emissions, but are 
also the least equipped to deal with the fallout from such emissions, and consequently the most 
affected by climate change. Additionally, much of the Global South will be affected by resource 
depletion in the coming years, to be manifested in such hardships as acute shortage of fresh and 
potable water. Rural-urban migration (with the related challenges of youth unemployment) and 
population ageing will affect all developing countries, creating a situation in which fewer and fewer 
rural producers must grow enough to feed themselves and an ever-increasing number of urban 
consumers. On top of all this, in addition to climate change and resource depletion, higher amounts of 
food loss and food wastage are expected in most regions around the world, in particular in the 
emerging economies of the Global South. These challenges pose a real threat to the bid “to end 
hunger in all its forms by 2030 and to achieve food security” (SDG 2). However, all is not lost; viable 
solutions exist to mitigate these threats and reduce these challenges.  
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4. The 2030 Agenda highlights the key role played by South-South and Triangular Cooperation 
(SSTC) as an important development cooperation modality for achieving the 17 SDGs1. SDG2, in 
particular, can be very effectively achieved through the sharing of experiences, expertise and lessons 
among developing countries. SSTC is frequently and increasingly utilized in agriculture due to the 
similar environments, agricultural yields and general conditions shared by the countries involved. 
Many of these countries, located in tropical and subtropical regions or in arid and semi-arid areas, 
feature similar climatic and environmental challenges, grow the same agricultural crops, raise the 
same domestic animals, and apply similar rural production patterns and technologies. Such 
similarities of environment and of climatic conditions make it easier and appropriate to replicate and 
adapt agricultural innovations and to share knowledge and experiences among such countries than 
those designed in the North and for the North.  

5. As a greater proportion of the growth in food demand will materialize in the Global South, 
where the future threats to agricultural production are greatest, SSTC is likely to become one of the 
key instruments for increasing rural production and enhancing rural productivity. The enormous 
potential for SSTC in agriculture, food production and rural development is far from being fully 
exploited; it needs to be harnessed to a much greater extent than it is today so that the world, in 
particular developing countries, can adequately meet the challenges of the future, notably those 
arising from population growth and climate change. 

6. United Nations agencies and international financial institutions working in agriculture and rural 
development are investing significant resources – financial and human – in support of the 
achievement of the SDGs, to improve the lives of the 815 million people (10.7 per cent of the world’s 
population) who, in 2016, were suffering from chronic undernourishment. Among the development 
modalities and the tools they leverage, SSTC plays an increasingly important role, in particular 
through the design and implementation of technical cooperation and peer-to-peer learning initiatives 
that are conducted at country, regional and global levels. Such initiatives are being more and more 
embedded in new and existing agriculture and rural development projects, as well as in organizational 
strategies and policies. 

7. The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), a specialized UN agency and 
international financial institution, promotes SSTC as a key mechanism for delivering relevant, targeted 
and cost-effective development solutions and other resources to beneficiaries and partners across the 
globe. The Fund supports two types of SSTC activities: technical cooperation and investment 
promotion. Technical cooperation includes activities that identify, promote or otherwise make 
available solutions (technologies, approaches, methodologies and know-how) that improve the 
livelihoods of smallholder farmers and poor rural people. Investment promotion involves activities that 
leverage IFAD’s role as a broker and facilitate financial, trade and business linkages between 
Southern actors for rural development. 

II. Side-event objectives 

8. The side-event will be an opportunity for IFAD and other organizations to showcase 
experiences and best practices in providing cooperation on agriculture and rural development, to 
improve food security through better crops, higher agricultural productivity, enhanced irrigation 
techniques, etc. The event will also help highlight the importance of cooperation in agriculture coming 
from middle-income countries, to the benefit of least developed countries. As the Forum’s audience 
does not only include agricultural specialists, the event will be an opportunity to highlight how relevant 
agriculture is in promoting food security to achieve economic development, which is the main theme 
of this year’s Brazil-Africa Forum.  

9. The session will focus on the following: 

(i) Illustrate how each organization conducts SSTC in agriculture to improve food security; 

(ii) Highlight areas of cooperation and perspectives from the field/development organizations 
on how they improve food security and nutrition;  

(iii) Provide specific examples of initiatives that use SSTC for improved food security and 
nutrition; and 

(iv) Discuss challenges in implementing SSTC and how these may be overcome. 

                                                           
1 SSTC is explicitly recognized in SDG17 (Partnerships), and is instrumental in achieving SDG1 (No poverty), 
SDG2 (Zero Hunger), as well as many others. 
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III. Draft Agenda 

Total Session Time: 1 hour 

5 minutes Opening:  Ms Ama Brandford-Arthur, Senior Partnership Officer, Global 
Engagement, Partnership and Resource Mobilization Division, IFAD 
 

30 minutes Moderator: Ms Ama Brandford-Arthur, IFAD 
 
Participants: 

 IFAD – Mr Ivan Cucco, Programme Analyst, Quality Assurance 
Group 

 ABC – Mr. Plinio Pereira Junior, Programme Analyst, Brazilian 
Cooperation Agency 

 AGRA – Dr. Fadel Ndiame, Senior Advisor of the President of AGRA 

 FARA – Dr. Abdulrazak Ibrahim, Capacity Development Officer 
 

20 minutes Question & Answer and interventions from the audience 
 

5 minutes Closing Remarks: Dr. Fadel Ndiame, AGRA 
 

 

Language: The side-event will be in English 

 

Contact Details 

Ms Ama Brandford-Arthur, Senior Partnership Officer, IFAD 

a.brandfordarthur@ifad.org 

 

Mr Maurizio Navarra, SSTC Specialist, IFAD 

m.navarra@ifad.org 
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