
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCEPT NOTE 
 

FARA’s Session at the 7th Brazil Africa Forum 

 

“Launch of Agricultural Research and Innovation Fellowship for Africa (ARIFA)” 

 

Background 

 

1. The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) has the mandate of the African 

Union Commission (AUC) to facilitate pan-African actions aimed at deploying 

Agricultural Research for Development (AR4D) to increase the continent’s 

agricultural productivity and competitiveness.  

2. Recognizing that  the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals  (SDGs) and 

the African Union’s Agenda 2063 would depend on strengthening human capital 

formation, Agricultural Knowledge &  Innovation System (AKIS) and Agriprineurship 

to drive holistic value chain development and climate relevant actions for improved 

livelihoods in Africa,  FARA launched Holistic Empowerment for Livelihoods Program 

(HELP), a  holistic model driven by global partnership to deliver livelihoods by  

leveraging on South-South & Triangular Cooperation (SSTC).  

3. With the signing of the Africa Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA),  Africa 

will increasingly count on the support from the leaders of Global South  to engage all 

actors in agriculture to connect, learn and collaborate with each other as outlined in 

the  Buenos Aires Plan of Action Plus 40 (BAPA+40), in their efforts at strengthening 

the continent’s agri-food system in alignment with United Nation Office for South-

South Cooperation’s & South-South Galaxy Solutions.  

4. With the Republic of Ghana as the host of both the secretariat of AfCFTA and FARA,  

coordinating the demand for more AR4D practitioners and systems that would fill the 

capacity gaps arising from implementation of AfCFTA and beyond, will count on the 

Global South. 

5. In the context of HELP, FARA developed Agricultural Research and Innovation 

Fellowship for Africa (ARIFA), a capacity development initiative that aims to strengthen 

the capacities of at least 5,000 Africans hosted by Brazilian, Chinese, Cuban,  Indian 

and Italian Universities and institutions of research. 

https://faraafrica.org/
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/
http://www.southsouth-galaxy.org/home-page/
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6. More than a capacity development intervention, ARIFA has been designed to produce  

a new generation of fit-for-purpose workforce that will re-engineer African agri-food 

sector and provide the catalysts for rapid agricultural transformation in the next 10 

years, based on the principles of Integrated Agricultural Research for Development 

(IAR4D) and the instrumentalities of Innovation Platform and Innovation to Impact 

pathway.  

7. Under ARIFA, FARA provides both full and partial scholarships to suitably qualified 

and eligible Africans for training at various levels leading to the setting up of Innovation 

Platform around specific value chains in home country upon completion.  

8. On the 22nd of November 2018, FARA launched the Brazil Africa Agribusiness and 

Innovation Network (BRAIN), the agribusiness component of HELP, at the 6th Brazil-

Africa Forum organized by Instituto Brasil-Africa (IBRAF) in Salvador, Brazil. ARIFA 

represents the capacity development component of HELP. 

9. The first cohort of ARIFA fellows has been mobilized to pursue   MSc programs in  

climate-relevant AR4D courses at the International Centre for Advanced 

Mediterranean Agronomic Studies-CIHEAM Bari , Italy. 

10. Beginning 2020, FARA will be supporting a cohort of 181 fellows to pursue  Master’s 

degrees and  short training courses in Universidade Federal de Viçosa (UFV), Brazil. 

 

Why the event 

 

1. Within the context of SSTC, Brazil offers a myriad of cost effective and scalable  

agricultural technologies (on-farm and along the value chain) to African countries with 

similar agroecological and socio-economic conditions. Thus, Brazilian AR4D and 

Agribusiness landscape are a vantage point to empower ARIFA fellows with knowledge  

on techniques and procedures that may be replicated, adapted and scaled in their 

home countries.  

1. With the growing partnership between FARA and Brazilian institutions, as exemplified 

by the proposed hosting of 181 ARIFA fellows in UFV in 2019,  African AR4D shall 

witness stronger and more visible interaction with positive and transformative impacts 

as AfCFTA is implemented. 

2. The 7th Brazil-Africa Forum represents a unique opportunity to launch the FARA-UFV 

partnership in ARIFA and propel relevant actions for knowledge transfer, partnership 

and networking. 

 

Aim 

The aim of the event is to  launch FARA-UFV ARIFA partnership through the presentation 

of ARIFA prospectus, outlining all  relevant information on the program, which will start 

with the hosting of 181 ARIFA fellows in UFV in 2019 . 
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Expected outcomes 

The following outputs are expected from this activity:  

 Launching of ARIFA prospectus 

 More visibility and awareness on FARA’s SSTC initiatives of HELP and ARIFA 

 Galvanize partnership for ARIFA 

 

Invited participants  

 

The launch will be presided by Dr Benedict O. Oramah,  President Afrexim Bank Group as 

the Executive Director of FARA, Dr Yemi Akinbamijo and the Rector of UFV, Prof. Demetrius 

David da Silva solemnize the FARA-UFV partnership. Her Excellency, Abena P. A. Busia, Ghana 

Ambassador in Brazil and His Excellency Dr Chris Okeke, Nigerian Ambassador in Brazil will 

be the guests of honour at the event.   Invited African partners include but not limited to  the 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the Africa Union Department of 

Human Resources, Science & Technology (AU-HRST), African Union Department of Rural 

Economy and Agriculture (AU-DREA), Common Market for East and Southern Africa 

(COMESA), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Alliance for a Green 

Revolution in Africa (AGRA), Africa Import Export Bank (Afrexim Bank), African Rural and 

Agricultural Credit Association (AFRACA), Universities and centers of agricultural research, 

Private Sector Players; Non-Governmental Organizations and ECOWAS Brazil Chamber of 

Commerce, among others.   

 

Approach 

 

The launching will comprise of the following: 

 

i. Introduction on ARIFA  

ii. Explaining the Innovation Systems thinking behind ARIFA 

iii. Remark by Dignitaries 

iv. Demonstrating the ARIFA impact story 

v. Launching of FARA-UFV partnership and ARIFA prospectus  

vi. Closing 

 

 

 


